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Crack Cocaine Epidemic
Topic: The effect that the crack epidemic had on the dynamic of African American families
Sociological Research question: How did the crack epidemic affect the dynamic of African-American families influencing the grandmother being the caretaker of their grandchildren?
Introduction
Crack cocaine is acknowledged as a drug that gained attention in the 1980s as an accessible and expensive drug. The drug impacted the neighborhoods and families adversely, which influenced the name “crack epidemic" (Baker et al., 2010). The problem eroded during the reign of President Ronald Reagan. Society was disorganized through the selling and consumption of crack cocaine, which increased the rate of crimes in the US thus increasing incarceration, particularly in African American communities. Laws were implemented such as the three strike law, and sentences for drug related crimes became heftier..Various African-American families have been identified to be struggling with the issue of poverty as a result of this epidemic and with the structure of the family changing because of it as well.t  The family systems among Black Americans have been left disarranged.
 In the USA, over 500,000 Black Americans aging 45 years and above are raising their grandchildren (Minkler & Fuller-Thompson, 2005).  For many people, the use of crack cocaine became a significant issue through both the sale and addiction, leaving families disorganized because of the lack of people in the involvement of family responsibilities. Crack cocaine also placed additional stress on the support networks because everyone was affected by it in one way or another. Children were left to be raised by their grandmothers, while their parents family members were either addicted to the drug or incarcerated, and others were left under the social systems and in foster [footnoteRef:1]families. Therefore, the crack epidemic affected African families and influenced the grandmothers to take care of their grandchildren.[footnoteRef:2] [1:  Minkler, M., & Fuller-Thomson, E. (2005). African American Grandparents Raising Grandchildren: A National Study Using the Census 2000 American Community Survey. The Journals Of Gerontology Series B: Psychological Sciences And Social Sciences, 60(2), S82-S92. doi: 10.1093/geronb/60.2.s82]  [2:  Baker, L. A., Silverstein, M., & Putney, N. M. (2010). Grandparents Raising Grandchildren in the United States: Changing Family Forms, Stagnant Social Policies. Journal of societal & social policy, 7, 53–69.
] 

Method
This research aims at gaining insight into how the crack epidemic affected the dynamic of families among the African-Americans. The research will provide answers on how the grandmothers were left to be the caregiver to their children. An ethnographic study will be carried out through carrying out surveys that will provide the information on how the crack epidemic has affected the African-Americans families. The ethnographic research method will be useful as it offers in-depth knowledge through observation, which enhances the study of people and their environment(Baker et al., 2010). This method will be enabling the researcher to assume the surrounding of the study populations to obtain the information. (what kind of information would you obtain) However, the researcher might face various geographical challenges. (How will the researcher face geographical challeneges? What kind of geographical challeneges). The use of this method will help to gain insight into the settings, motivations, challenges, and cultures of the Black community that are affected by the crack cocaine epidemic.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Roe, K., Minkler, M., & Barnwell, R. (1994). The Assumption of Caregiving: Grandmothers Raising the Children of the Crack Cocaine Epidemic. Qualitative Health Research, 4(3), 281-303. DOI: 10.1177/104973239400400303] 

The research design is a qualitative method that will obtain information through conversations and open-ended questions. The qualitative techniques are appropriate in this study as it will enable the researcher to study the feelings and attitudes towards the impacts of the crack cocaine epidemic to their families (Roe at al., 1994). (it’s a qualitative class so obviously we will be using qualitative methods. Either revise or expand on the methods that will already be used) The population that will be sampled includes the grandchildren and the grandmothers who will be interviewed to reiterate their feelings and attitudes on the problem. The sessions of interviews that will be done are 15. The research will be carried for a week, and the maximum number of interviews to be done is three, as the discussions need time for the researcher to study the behavior of the population. (why only 15 sessions? Whats the significane of 15?. Why only a week?, why only 3 interviews?, why not interview more people like social workers, police officers who were on duty during this pandemic, u need to expand and explain why) the census department in the USA shows that Michigan has the highest number of Black Americans (Black Population, 2010). Therefore, this research is appropriate to be carried out in Michigan to enhance access to African-American families more efficiently.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Black Population. (2010). Retrieved 7 May 2020, from https://www.census.gov/prod/cen2010/briefs/c2010br-06.
] 

Data
The data shows that crack cocaine use in the USA among African Americans has influenced their families adversely. (you stated this about 4 times already, we know this this is essentially your thesis, so you don’t need to repeat your thesis through out the paper, you need to expand on it, revise this) Society faces difficulty in social structure organizations. (huh?, revise) The family dynamics and structure have been affected significantly, and most children live with their grandchildren. (Again, repetative revise and this wasn’t proofread. “Most children live with their grandchildren?) Over 500,000 grandparents live with their grandchildren (Minkler & Fuller-Thompson, 2005). The use of crack cocaine has consistently affected the responsibility of black Americans who leave their children in the care of their grandparents, which is a social challenge in society.  (youre missing the point. Not only the use but the selling of the drug, the policing of the drug that adversely affected communities of color, the legislation around the drug, talk about the 1994 crime bill, talk about the heavier sentences,talk about the tree strike law. This is super repetative, needs more detail. Obvisouly it’s a social challenege in society. Your job is to explain ho, and the effect that it has and has had. Please revise.) After conducting this research, I will gain insight into the impact of crack cocaine epidemic, which will help impact my knowledge that will be useful in educating the society about the effects of crack cocaine using evidence-based information. (huh? “.. I will gain insight into the impact of crach cocaine epidemic, which will helpimpact my knowledge? This wasn’t well written nor well thought out. Needs to be revised.)
Literature
The use of crack cocaine has led to various impacts on the society of black Americans. (repetative, revise) However, this problem is not only affecting the African-Americans families as research suggests that in the USA, but their grandmothers also raise approximately 3 million children. Notably, there is an increasing number of cases where grandmothers raise grandchildren among Black Americans. Statistics show that 12% of children among the American-Americans live with their grandparents (Roe, Minker & Barnwell, 1994). The problem of grandmothers assuming the caregiver role in their old age is of social importance. One of the concepts that occur influencing the grandparents to take care of grandchildren is being forced to take care of children when their mothers flew without informing them. ( revise, mothers flew without informing them? Come on you can write and do better than this. That’s not a valid explanantion as to why grandparents took care of grandchildren. And they werent “forced”, the mothers were affected by the epidemic in various ways. They were addicts, selling the drug themesleves, killed etc.REVISE) The problem that arises, which influences women to leave their children to take care of their children, is because their partners were involved in drugs and refused to take responsibility (Minkler & Fuller-Thompson, 2005). (could be better but ok) However, women are reported to be involved in the use of crack cocaine, which impacted their role as mothers to their children, leaving them to their grandmothers. (revise)
In the 2000s, the impact of the crack cocaine epidemic was adverse, (you’ve said this many times, reword, revise) and children born in families where the members were involved in the usage of the drug avoided the use of the drug because of the impact it caused in their family. (revise. Because it isn’t onlyabout the use) Financial status is one of the factors that help families to thrive. The use of crack cocaine led to poverty among families, which led to generational struggles among them. The consumption of the drug among families impacted the families to have extended networks following an increased level of poverty (Dunlap, Golub & Johnson, 2008). The crack cocaine epidemic increased the cases of abandonment, neglect, and child abuse among the children of African-American families, which led to the assumption of care by their grandmothers. Challenging home life was an aspect that leads to increased cases of being raised by their grandmothers.  The only technique that could have helped the African-Americans was the use of extended family to care for their children.  [footnoteRef:5][footnoteRef:6] (reword. Revise.) [5:  Baker, L. A., Silverstein, M., & Putney, N. M. (2010). Grandparents Raising Grandchildren in the United States: Changing Family Forms, Stagnant Social Policies. Journal of societal & social policy, 7, 53–69.]  [6:  Dunlap, E., Golub, A., & Johnson, B. D. (2010). The Severely-Distressed African American Family in the Crack Era: Empowerment is not Enough. Journal of sociology and social welfare, 33(1), 115–139] 

The primary effect that was caused to the family structure following the cracked cocaine epidemic was the increased cases of divorce, which lead to the occurrence of single-parent families.  (reword. Revise)In support of the information provided by Dunlap, Golub & Johnson, Baker, Silverstein & Putney (2010) stated that there were increased rates of economic stagnation that led to the reliance upon extended families to raise their children. Research suggests that there is a substantial increase in the number of cases where their grandparents raise children in the US. (repatative) The grandparents face vulnerability impacts following the instances of being guardians to their grandchildren. (reword. & how are the grandparents impacted? In which way? You don’t talk about this at all in the paper. This needs to be expanded qnd you need to find more information about how and in which was the grndparents were affected by taking care of the grandchildren and the crack epidemic overall.) Grandparents are known to be raising an approximate of three consecutive generations among the Black American families. The increased rates of single parenthood among the Black community influence the grandparents to take responsibility for raising their grandchildren. (REPETATIVE!!!!!!!!!)  The grandparents are natural buffers existing between irresponsible parents and government support. (Irresponsible? You need to rephrase that in a difernet better way) Before putting children to foster care, the grandparents are used to offer the last line defense among the grandchildren. Research suggests that the families where grandmothers take the mandate of raising children are characterized by low income, many single mothers, and vulnerability in the USA (huh?)  (Baker, Silverstein & Putney, 2010).
Preliminary Conclusion
The crack cocaine epidemic has been indicated by various researchers to have an increased level of family disorganization. Many children are revealed to be living with their grandparents, who face multiple challenges among Black Americans. (huh? How do they face challenges among black americans? What challenges do they face?) Also, effects on the family structures such as increased rates of single parents have been mentioned to be rampant. (re word, revise) The crack cocaine epidemic affected the responsibility of parents in taking care of their children and leaving them to their grandmothers. The grandmothers have been linked with the increased cases of rising three generations, which is a great challenge to  black communities. Increased rates of divorces are the impacts of the crack cocaine epidemic among African-Americans, which have affected the structure of the families.(how and why did the divorce rates icrease? How does it impacts family. Talk about especially why divorce rates are higher.) The economic constraints have influenced the parents to seek assistance from the extended families, which in most cases, the grandmothers are involved. In the current world, research suggests that 35% of African-American women are included in the use of crack cocaine (Zapolski, Baldwin & Lejuez, 2016).  (how is this relevant? Youre just throwing in statistics that have no relevance tp what u are talking about. Revise) Therefore, the expected results are that there are more impacts of crack cocaine use among families.  (huh? Reword, revise)The expected findings are that; the rates of family disorganizations have increased due to the increased cases of crack cocaine use among women who are supposed to take care of their children. (REPETATIVE. SAID THIS LIKE 20 TIMES!!!!!) Therefore, the grandmothers will report more incidences of raising their grandchildren. [footnoteRef:7] [7:  Zapolski, T., Baldwin, P., & Lejuez, C. (2016). Examining Risk for Frequent Cocaine Use: Focus on an African American Treatment Population. Substance Use & Misuse, 51(7), 882-891. DOI: 10.3109/10826084.2016.1155618
] 
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